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The original settlements, known as “Hayden’s Ferry,” and “San Pablo,” were established in
1871.  Twenty-three years later, on November 26, 1894, the “Town of Tempe” was
incorporated.  On November 17, 1929, Tempe was recognized as the “City of Tempe.”  Thirty-
five years later, on October 19, 1964, Tempe became a “Charter City.”

Population growth during the  new melenium has been quite different from the “boom” years
between 1950 and 1985.  Today Tempe’s policy-makers continue their commitment to a
diversified employment base and the maintenance of sustainable residential neighborhoods.
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Population by Race & Ethnicity

Census 
Tract

Total White Black or 
African 
American 
alone

American 
Indian 
and 
Alaska 
Native 
alone

Asian 
alone

Native 
Hawaiian 
and Other 
Pacific 
Islander 
alone

Some 
other race 
alone

Two or 
more 
races

Hispanic 
or Latino

Not 
Hispanic 
or Latino

3184.00 4,446 3,320 66 112 114 3 689 142 1,401 3,045
3185.01 3,333 2,857 42 46 90 9 191 98 484 2,849
3185.02 2,139 1,800 32 30 57 0 170 50 336 1,803
3186.00 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
3187.00 2,693 2,315 75 27 68 16 129 63 187 2,506
3188.00 6,239 4,283 312 240 273 43 833 255 1,836 4,403
3189.00 6,753 5,329 194 174 168 27 655 206 1,359 5,394
3190.00 3,823 3,246 100 55 121 9 163 129 312 3,511
3191.01 3,188 1,451 139 57 997 13 361 170 730 2,458
3191.02 10,084 6,893 311 282 1,067 31 1,068 432 2,216 7,868
3192.00 9,321 5,674 356 372 349 8 2,062 500 3,552 5,769
3193.00 1,902 1,091 35 65 51 14 599 47 1,013 889
3194.01 5,621 4,752 304 59 125 15 221 145 652 4,969
3194.02 4,326 3,714 115 63 155 5 181 93 443 3,883
3194.03 5,009 4,037 202 115 162 17 318 158 753 4,256
3194.04 3,472 3,108 58 16 73 10 128 79 320 3,152
3195.00 5,584 4,825 116 58 170 5 239 171 598 4,986
3196.00 5,652 4,552 140 101 155 21 484 199 1,004 4,648
3197.02 8,382 5,605 524 313 381 65 1,133 361 2,099 6,283
3197.03 4,094 3,189 192 95 93 13 398 114 797 3,297
3197.04 1,206 813 44 69 41 23 162 54 332 874
3198.00 7,050 5,216 400 182 275 33 658 286 1,472 5,578
3199.02 2,720 2,236 103 45 44 6 218 68 478 2,242
3199.03 6,048 5,203 152 41 223 5 245 179 537 5,511
3199.04 5,387 4,664 142 43 137 4 271 126 632 4,755
3199.05 5,382 4,509 180 68 216 8 242 159 618 4,764
3199.06 3,016 2,553 91 13 220 1 70 68 212 2,804
3199.07 2,473 2,310 32 5 67 0 32 27 142 2,331
3199.08 2,327 1,980 69 25 74 3 89 87 360 1,967
3199.09 2,512 2,274 68 10 105 0 33 22 159 2,353
3199.10 3,914 3,294 75 18 338 8 74 107 327 3,587
3200.01 5,948 4,128 542 167 277 12 541 281 1,128 4,820
3200.07 5,950 4,113 449 194 280 19 670 225 1,417 4,533
5227.09 1,662 1,360 41 12 163 0 56 30 182 1,480
5227.20 7,017 6,276 102 22 412 8 89 108 399 6,618

Totals 158,674 122,971 5,803 3,194 7,541 454 13,472 5,239 28,487 130,187
Percentages 100% 77.5% 3.7% 2.0% 4.8% 0.3% 8.5% 3.3% 18.0% 82.0%
Source: 2000 Census

Population Characteristics
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2000 Census Tract Map
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Population by Age Group Population by Gender

Census 
Tract

Total Under 5 
years

5 to 20 
years

21 to 39 
years

40 to 59 
years

60 to 84 
years

85 and 
over

Male Female Median 
Age

3184.00 4,446 329 1022 1934 868 274 19 2,310 2,136 26.8
3185.01 3,333 184 635 1245 781 450 38 1,677 1,656 32.5
3185.02 2,139 113 361 1032 450 170 13 1,151 988 27.7
3186.00 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 34.5
3187.00 2,693 6 2144 509 25 8 1 1,155 1,538 19.6
3188.00 6,239 410 1245 3578 832 163 11 3,536 2,703 25.9
3189.00 6,753 334 1221 3094 1421 631 52 3,779 2,974 29.1
3190.00 3,823 72 1807 1294 462 163 25 2,087 1,736 21.2
3191.01 3,188 149 781 2016 199 41 2 1,860 1,328 24.1
3191.02 10,084 432 2943 5627 879 185 18 5,745 4,339 22.9
3192.00 9,321 791 2110 4610 1398 383 29 5,079 4,242 25.5
3193.00 1,902 142 473 594 421 244 28 913 989 31.1
3194.01 5,621 266 1137 1982 1443 765 28 2,792 2,829 33.1
3194.02 4,326 206 904 1238 1360 576 42 2,202 2,124 37
3194.03 5,009 290 1085 1671 1303 630 30 2,516 2,493 32.2
3194.04 3,472 133 496 875 859 716 393 1,599 1,873 45.8
3195.00 5,584 272 1091 2229 1298 657 37 2,852 2,732 30.7
3196.00 5,652 305 1023 2076 1357 844 47 2,895 2,757 32.3
3197.02 8,382 718 1801 3573 1778 491 21 4,306 4,076 28.7
3197.03 4,094 172 570 1523 820 919 90 2,010 2,084 35.2
3197.04 1,206 96 285 428 257 134 6 642 564 30.3
3198.00 7,050 529 1521 3054 1346 572 28 3,624 3,426 27.2
3199.02 2,720 153 536 822 724 329 156 1,319 1,401 36.2
3199.03 6,048 225 1172 1974 1872 753 52 3,131 2,917 35.6
3199.04 5,387 299 1129 1522 1783 616 38 2,731 2,656 37.1
3199.05 5,382 266 1240 1565 1756 521 34 2,623 2,759 35.9
3199.06 3,016 162 671 728 1100 329 26 1,472 1,544 39
3199.07 2,473 91 778 356 1044 196 8 1,230 1,243 40.2
3199.08 2,327 116 469 856 685 186 15 1,185 1,142 32
3199.09 2,512 104 609 491 1061 225 22 1,252 1,260 41
3199.10 3,914 324 988 1022 1343 225 12 1,999 1,915 35.4
3200.01 5,948 437 1217 3019 1059 205 11 3,002 2,946 26.5
3200.07 5,950 402 1247 2797 1237 255 12 3,037 2,913 28.1
5227.09 1,662 187 410 533 447 83 2 825 837 33.8
5227.20 7,017 365 2016 1167 2986 458 25 3,424 3,593 39.7

Totals 158,674 9080 37137 61035 36654 13397 1371 81,961 76,713
Percentages 100% 5.7% 23.4% 38.5% 23.1% 8.4% 0.9% 51.7% 48.3%
Source: 2000 Census

Median Age by Census Year:
2000 1995* 1990 1980 1970
28.8 29.3 28.4 25.3 22.7

Source: US Census
* Unofficial Census

Population Age/Gender
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2000 Census Tract Map
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 The category “Hispanic Origin” does not denote a race. In 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau
included the Hispanic population as part of the “White” and “2 or more races” categories.
The pie graph above presents that percentage after subtracting the Hispanic population
from the White population. The 2000 Census did not provide further ethnic listing from the
Hispanic population.

Note:

Tempe has a relatively
young population, with
over 67% of it’s
population under 39
years of age. The largest
age group (38.5%) is
from the 21 to 39 years
old. The median age for
Tempe in 2000 was 28.8
(a slight decrease from
the 1995 Special
Census). Census Tract
3187 had the youngest
population with a median
age of 19.6 and Census
Tract 3194.04 had the
oldest with a median age
of 45.8.

23.4% 
40 to 59 Years

8.4%
60 to 84 Years

0.9% 
85 Years and Over

5.7% 
5 Years and Under

77.5% 
21 to 39 Years

23.1% 
40 to 59 Years

Percentage of Population by Race

3.3% Two or More 
Races 

 0.3% Native 
Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific 

Islander

4.8% Asian 

2.0% Native 
American or 

Alaska Native

3.7% Black or 
African American

77.5% White
(Of which 18% are 

of  Hispanic or 
Latino Origin) 

Other Race 8.5%

Race and Age Group
2000 Census
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Persons by Place of Birth

According to the 2000 U.S. Census survey, 29.5% of Tempe residents were born in Arizona.
An increase of 17.9% from the 1990 Census.  Of the residents that were born in other U.S.
States (56.3%), the majority were from the Midwest Region (22.3%); followed by the West
Region (15.9%).  Tempe's foreign born residents make up 12.9% of the population.  Much
higher than our Nation's foreign born rate of 11.1%, which explains Tempe's diverse ethnic
population.
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Group Qtr Dwelling Group Qtr Dwelling

     Section Population* Population Units^       Section Population* Population Units^
3 N 3,710 1 1,596 1 S 5,441 19 1,976
9 N 3 0 1 2 S 6,645 92 2,770

10 N 2,369 0 1,027 3 S 3,043 320 1,184

11 N 3,040 0 1,319 4 S 6,128 0 2,736

13 N 359 0 177 5 S 3 0 1

14 N 0 0 0 8 S 0 0 0

15 N 3,168 2,436 360 9 S 5,832 0 2,750

16 N 6,588 6 3,235 10 S 2,364 7 994

17 N 607 0 245 11 S 5,758 8 2,171

18 N 694 0 336 12 S 3,609 130 1,453

19 N 2,349 0 1,045 13 S 2,670 0 991

20 N 3 0 1 14 S 2,315 0 843

21 N 7,168 18 2,832 15 S 3,736 0 1,325

22 N 4,517 2,019 1,024 16 S 3 0 1

23 N 13,521 1,063 6,262 17 S 0 0 0

24 N 8,612 59 4,172 20 S 6 0 2

25 N 5,040 4 2,048 21 S 1,497 0 531

26 N 5,900 0 2,423 22 S 3,742 0 1,327

27 N 6,154 7 2,531 23 S 1,204 0 427

28 N 0 0 0 24 S 1,706 0 638

29 N 539 9 190       Subtotal 55,702 576 22,120

30 N 1,599 0 573

31 N 3,448 1,148 1,654

32 N 3,955 0 1,769 Total Population: 163,662
33 N 7,538 6 3,428 Total Dwelling Units: 67,553
34 N 6,956 8 3,169 Number of Households: 64,675
35 N 5,823 9 2,375 Persons/Occupied Unit: 2.42
36 N 4,300 6 1,641

      Subtotal 107,960 6,799 45,433

The population of Tempe tends to fluctuate in conjunction w ith the Arizona State University school year.  
Normally multi-family housing w hich caters to students experience a 3-5% increase in vacancies. Since 
over 50% of the housing inventory in Tempe is multi-family (apartments, tow nhouses, condominiums, 
and mobile homes), a small change in the vacancy rates reflects a loss or gain of 4,000 to 5,000 people.  
Traditionally, this report uses the 4th quarter vacancy rates (December) w hich reflects low er vacancy 
rates, primarily in the multi-family housing sector.

* Includes Group Quarter Population
^ ASU Dorms/Fraternities not included

Note: Households are the number of estimated occupied units, 
single family or multifamily.

Source: City of Tempe Land Use Inventory, December 2000.
Phoenix M etro Housing Study, 2nd & 4th qtrs. 2000 vacancy rates.
Residential Units Completions.
Persons Per Housing Type, 2000 Census.

South
Tempe

2.0%
3.0%
7.0%
11.0%

Unit
Type

Single Family
TH/PH/Condos:

M ultifamily
Mobile Homes

North
Tempe

3.0%
3.0%
6.0%
11.0%

Vacancy Rates

Vacant
Units

757
253
1,570
298

Household
Size

(Persons/Unit)

2.87
2.17
2.04
2.23

Population Estimations Reference Table

2001 Population / Dwelling Units
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2001 Population/Dwelling Units
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Group Qtr Dwelling Group Qtr Dwelling

     Section Population* Population Units^       Section Population* Population Units^

3 N 3,740 1 1,596 1 S 5,533 19 1,982

9 N 0 0 0 2 S 6,719 92 2,723

10 N 2,400 0 1,027 3 S 3,073 48 1,184

11 N 3,595 0 1,597 4 S 6,223 0 2,741

13 N 0 0 0 5 S 0 0 0

14 N 1,940 0 900 8 S 0 0 0

15 N 6,628 2,436 2,100 9 S 6,517 0 3,050

16 N 9,681 6 4,734 10 S 2,395 7 994

17 N 615 0 245 11 S 5,952 8 2,180

18 N 698 0 336 12 S 3,672 100 1,439

19 N 2,422 0 1,060 13 S 2,698 0 991

20 N 0 0 0 14 S 2,321 0 838

21 N 7,238 18 2,828 15 S 4,347 0 1,125

22 N 5,931 3,419 1,016 16 S 0 0 0

23 N 14,200 1,063 7,018 17 S 0 0 0

24 N 10,287 59 4,926 20 S 0 0

25 N 5,099 4 2,046 21 S 1,617 120 531

26 N 5,973 0 2,423 22 S 3,736 0 1,325

27 N 6,224 7 2,526 23 S 1,179 0 418

28 N 0 0 0 24 S 1,708 0 638

29 N 545 9 190     Subtotal 57,690 394 22,159

30 N 1,616 0 573

31 N 3,476 1,148 1,654

32 N 3,981 0 1,769 Total Population: 178,918
33 N 7,626 6 3,436 Total Dwelling Units: 73,344
34 N 7,071 8 3,169

35 N 5,893 9 2,375

36 N 4,349 6 1,641

     Subtotal 121,228 8,199 51,185

* Includes Group Quarter Population
^ Excludes ASU Dorms/Fraternities

Assumptions are based on existing zoning patterns and General 
Plan 2020 projected land use.

Source: 
City of Tempe Land Use Inventory, December 1998.
Persons Per Housing Type, 2000 Census.

Population Estimations Reference Table

South
Tempe

1.0%
2.0%
5.0%
11.0%

Unit
Type

Single Family
TH/PH/Condos:

M ultifamily
Mobile Homes

North
Tempe

2.0%
2.0%
4.0%
11.0%

Household
Size

(Persons/Unit)

2.87
2.17
2.04
2.23

Vacancy Rates

2020 Population Projections
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2020 Population Projections

Population/Dwelling Units by Section


